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Both dwelling on the past, and doubting our ability to 
succeed in the future, rob us of the opportunity to 
focus on today. It makes it harder to see the good 
things happening around us, and to hear God’s 
invitation to act, to change, or to listen. 

  

As we reflect on our church’s ministry today, 
there is much to celebrate. We are clearly a 
church on the move, and the annual report our 
elders are producing bears witness in detail to 
the wonderful things happening here at FPCNV. 
Our community of faith is having a substantial  
 

Continued on next page 

 At the end of this month we will hold our annual 
congregational meeting. This meeting gives us a chance 
to look back at where we’ve been and how we have 
grown. To help us focus our ministry and evaluate its 
effectiveness, our session has worked over the last year 
to clarify the core values and mission of our 
congregation. Our mission statement—“Inspiring our 
community to grow in faith and service”—guides all that 
we do: from our budgeting to our worship to our 
midweek programs. And as we look back over 2018, it’s 
clear that we have done a lot to fulfill this mission! 
  
In one of her sermons, Professor Diana Butler Bass 
writes about a recent study from Public Religion 
Research. It found that a majority of churchgoers in the 
United States express high levels of both nostalgia and 
anxiety. She says that a majority of Christians in America 
believe that "our best days are behind us" and that the 
future of society is bleak. “In particular,” she says, 
“mainline congregations are caught between valorizing 
the good old days and a deepening sense of desolation 
that some promised future will never arrive.” 
  
We are not immune from this tendency. An assessment 
of this church was done in 2014 by an organization that 
helps churches do strategic planning. They came here for 
a weekend assessment and met with seven focus groups 
made up of elders, members, parents and church staff. 
  
In reflecting back on what she heard in these focus 
groups, Stephanie, the lead consultant, was impressed 
with the church’s commitment to raising young people 
in faith. She did, however, diagnose us with a bad case of 
“the way it used to be flu.” Her report says, “Numerous 
folks in each group of adults [I spoke with] drifted down 
‘memory lane’ of what FPC used to be, used to do, used 
to give, used to sing…” The “used to be flu,” she says, is 
always looking backwards. It makes people miss the 
good things happening today and possibilities for the 
future. 
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and tangible impact on this community. And news of the good things 

happening here is continuing to spread. My prayer is that we will 

continue to look for and to celebrate the places that God is active in 

our church family and our wider community today—partnering with 

God to continue inspiring our community to grow in faith and service. 
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The meeting began with Reverend Stone leading devotions. 
 

Pastor’s report: 
• Bill gave thanks for the elders who are leaving Session: Peter Saulnier, Tom MacCowatt, and Jane 

O’Keeffe. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Adult Education (Martha Coy): Ben Thompson cannot speak in April. They will look to fill that spot. 
 
Cemetery (Carol Conger):  Wayne Boulton has reserved a vault in the Memorial Garden. 
 
Youth Education (Don Richardson, excused):   

• No report; however, he did send an email recommending that we implement coaches from Session, 
along with the Pastor, to meet with staff on a quarterly basis to chat over coffee and review their jobs 
and be a sounding board. It was agreed to move this forward via the Personnel Committee and the 
Pastor. 

 
Congregational Life (Jen McCann):  Planning a meeting soon to look at upcoming events. 
 
Finance (Keith Wood): 

• Good news is that rental property tenant for #6 will be renting through September. 
• Deep Roots School is occupying the basement and will open the school on Feb. 1. 
• 2018 Prelim revenue is $461k and expenses of $514k for a deficit of $52k.  2019 rev estimated to be 

$477k and expenses of $491k for a deficit of $13,790.  Deficit is financed by earned surplus from the 
past. 

• Keith then presented a detailed memo to move the church forward and make the necessary changes 
to the budget, to move toward a more efficient, focused financial plan for the future.  Named sub-
committees to oversee each branch of the church and work toward better fiscal operations.  

 
Administration/Communications (Jim Muchmore):  No report 
 
Building & Grounds (Tom Ewig):  Focus in 2019 will be on reducing expenses.  Contacted the B&G chair at 

Christ the King to work together on contracts.   Don Richardson will review the water contracts.  May 
hire a utility consultant to examine the very complex charges there.  

 
Membership (Jane O’Keeffe):  Have several families that are good candidates for membership.  There is a 
good prospect list also for 2019.  There will be an inquirers class in February/March.  
 
 

Mission & Outreach (Eileen Urban):  Goal is to build upon our connections, to work with other 
committees toward mutual outreach efforts.  
 

Nominating (Carol Conger):   
• Rolling off Session are Peter Saulnier, Tom MacCowatt, and Jane O’Keeffe. Will have a quality list of 

candidates to join Session and take over their committee assignments. 
• Staying on for another year are Keith Wood and Jonathan Shelby. 

  Continued on page 4 
 
 

DECEMBER  SESSION  HIGHLIGHTS  
January 15th Meeting 
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Continued from page 3 
 

Stewardship (Tom MacCowatt): 

• Expected 2018 pledge total is $367k from a total pledged amount of $375,276 and further recoverable 
balances may still come in. 

• For 2019 the goal was $380k but reduced to $350k with the loss of two large donors.  To date the 
pledge total is $326,514 with the potential for another $20-29k from church members who have 
pledged in the past but not yet in 2019.  Could bring the total to $347k or better.  Very pleased to 
report that 59 pledges were increased from last year. 

 
Personnel (Jonathan Shelby):  

• The 2019 Terms of Call for Rev. Stone were presented, discussed, voted on and approved at a special meeting 
of the congregation last Sunday. 

• Undertaking a full review of all expenses of personnel. 
 

Worship and Music (Peter Saulnier): Min Kwon’s CME will be moving recitals to Morristown Presbyterian for a 
broader audience and better exposure. 
 

Adjourned with prayer by Bill Stone at 8:40 pm 
 

Respectfully Submitted, Jonathan Shelby, Clerk of Session 

Three Kings Day 
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Sunday Speaker Series 2019 
11:15 am to 12:15 pm 

 
 

Nathan Stuckey:  Farminary: Calling Stewards of the Earth                                        
February 10 
 

The Farminary Project at Princeton Theological Seminary integrates theological education 

with small-scale sustainable agriculture.  Located at the Seminary’s 21-acre farm, it is a 

garden of innovation and an incubator for leadership.  Issues of agrarian thought and 

practice—ecology, sustainability, food justice—require our faithful attention as stewards of 

the earth and its bounty.  Nathan Stucky, who serves as Director of the Project, grew up on a 

farm in Kansas where his love for agriculture first took root. He spent six years doing 

ecumenical youth ministry on the eastern shore of Maryland and two years farming back in Kansas. Nathan earned 

M.Div. and Ph.D. degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary. His scholarship explores the integration of 

theological education and agrarianism, and he sees Farminary as a locus for enacting that integration.  
 

Mary Bodenstein:  Relieving Stress                                                                                
March 10  
 

We are constantly told that emotional stress affects our health.  Are you ever bothered by 

headaches, stiff neck, worry, caregiver or child-raising challenges; do you suffer from 

insomnia?  How about a dose of...CALM? Experience for yourself simple stress reduction 

strategies to help relieve both physical and emotional tension. You will leave feeling more 

relaxed and empowered, enjoying enhanced problem-solving skills after experiencing a mind-

body-spirit wellness connection. Mary Bodenstein, LCSW, a graduate of Rice University with a 

Master’s in Social Work from Kean, is an Accredited Certified EFT (Emotional Freedom Techniques) Practitioner by 

AAMET (Association for the Advancement of Meridian Energy Techniques), the largest professional EFT Association 

worldwide. She has been implementing mind-body-spirit wellness practices for 25 years.  Founder of Stress Relief 

NOW, Mary is always seeking effective stress management techniques and particularly enjoys sharing them. 

Congratulations, Tony! 
On  Sunday, January 27th, the congregation celebrated and congratulated Tony 
Rodriguez, our Church Custodian, on becoming a United States Citizen! We are 
so proud of you, Tony! 
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 FPCNV Book Club 
Schedule 

The Girl with Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee 
 

An extraordinary insight into life under one 
of the world’s most ruthless and secretive 
dictatorships – and the story of one 
woman’s terrifying struggle to avoid 
capture/repatriation and guide her family 
to freedom. 

As a child growing up in North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee was 
one of millions trapped by a secretive and brutal 
communist regime. Her home on the border with China 
gave her some exposure to the world beyond the confines 
of the Hermit Kingdom and, as the famine of the 1990s 
struck, she began to wonder, question and to realize that 
she had been brainwashed her entire life. Given the 
repression, poverty and starvation she witnessed surely 
her country could not be, as she had been told “the best on 
the planet”? 

Aged seventeen, she decided to escape North Korea. She 
could not have imagined that it would be twelve years 
before she was reunited with her family. 
  
About the Author 
Hyeonseo Lee grew up in North Korea but escaped to 

China in 1997. In 2008, after more than 10 years there, she 
came to Seoul, South Korea, where she struggled to adjust 
to life in the bustling city. Recently graduated from Hankuk 
University of Foreign Studies, she has become a regular 
speaker on the international stage fostering human rights 
and awareness of the plight of North Koreans. She is an 
advocate for fellow refugees, even helping close relatives 
leave North Korea. Her TED talk has been viewed nearly 4 
million times. She is married to her American husband 
Brian Gleason and currently lives in South Korea.  

Meeting Dates and Book Selections 
  

  

Where:  Library           When:  7:30 pm 
    

FEB 12  The Girl with Seven Names by Hyeonseo 
Lee    

MAR 12 A Woman’s Crusade: Alice Paul and the 
Battle for the Ballot by Mary Walton 

  
APR  9  Munich: a novel by Robert Harris  
 
MAY 7  Radio Girl by Sarah-Jane Stratford 
  
JUN  11  TBA 

 
 

The Session is Calling The 

Annual Meeting  
of the Congregation 

Sunday, February 24th 

Immediately following 

Worship 

 

The Annual Report will be 

available in the Narthex and 

on the website one week 

before.  

 

 

Senior Luncheon 
Wednesday, 

February 27th at 12 pm 
 

This month’s special luncheon for 

our Seniors, their friends, and care-

givers will be on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 20th at 12:00 pm.  If you 

would like to attend, please RSVP 

by January 21st  to Debbie in the 

Church Office at:   

officeadmin@pcnv.org  or  

973-538-8394. 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

Wednesday, 
February 27 @ 7:30 am 

La Di Da Café  
 

All men of the Church  

and their guests  

are welcome. 
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Baptism of Wade Pierce Vince 

On Sunday January 20th, we celebrated the 
Baptism of Wade Pierce Vince. He is the son 
of Shane and Michelle Vince and was 
supported that morning by many family 
members, including his Godparents Daniel 
and Courtney Vince.  

 

Thank you!  
Souper Bowl Luncheon 
Sunday, February 3rd 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported our 
fundraising luncheon this month. Together we raised 

$650 for the Community Soup Kitchen in  
Morristown! 
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 Calendar of Events 2019 
FEBRUARY 
SUN 02/03 Communion 
 Souper Bowl Sunday 
WED 02/06 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
SUN 02/10 All age Worship @ 10 am 
 Adult Education @ 11:15 am: Nathan Stuckey, 
 Farminary: Calling Stewards of the Earth 
TUE 02/12 Deacons’ Meeting @ 7 pm 
WED 02/13 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
THU 02/14 Finance Committee @ 7 pm 
MON 02/18 Presidents’ Day (Office Closed) 
TUE 02/19 Session Meeting @ 7 pm 
WED 02/20 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
WED 02/27 Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30 am 
 Senior Luncheon @12 pm 
 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
 

MARCH  (MAR-JUN Finance & Session Meetings TBA) 
WED 03/06 Toddler Time @1:30-3:30 pm 
 Ash Wednesday Service @ 7 pm 
SUN 03/10 First Sunday in Lent 
 Adult Education @ 11:15 am, 
 Mary Bodenstein, Relieving Stress 
WED 03/13 Toddler Time @1:30-3:30 pm 
SUN 03/17  St Patrick’s Coffee Hour 
WED 03/20 Toddler Time @1:30-3:30 pm 
WED 03/27 Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30 am 
 Senior Luncheon @ 12 pm 
 Toddler Time @1:30-3:30 pm 

 

APRIL 
WED 04/03 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
WED 04/10 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
SUN 04/14 Palm Sunday 
WED 04/17 Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30 am 
THU 04/18 Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 pm 
FRI 04/19  Good Friday (Office Closed) 
SUN 04/21 Easter Sunday   
WED 04/24 Senior Luncheon @ 12 pm 
 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
 

MAY 
WED 05/01 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
SUN 05/05 Cinco de Mayo Coffee Hour   
WED 05/08 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
SUN 05/12 Mothers’ Day 
WED 05/15 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
WED 05/22 Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30 am 
 Senior Luncheon @ 12  pm 
 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
MON 05/27 Memorial Day (Office Closed) 
WED 05/29 Toddler Time @ 1:30-3:30 pm 
 

JUNE 
SUN 06/02 Communion 
SUN 06/09  Church Picnic 
SUN 06/16 Fathers’ Day 
WED 06/19 Men’s Breakfast @ 7:30 pm   
WED 06/26 Senior Luncheon @ 12 pm 
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Libby Holland 
 
Libby is currently studying at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland and is 
hoping to pursue a career in environmental ethics when she finishes! She is lik-
ing academia so much, however, that she is considering staying just a bit longer 
and getting an MPhil. 

 

Libby on a field trip to Skye with 
her philosophy department. 

Rachel Newberg 
 
I am grateful for the support and encouragement of my church family, and for the financial support from the 
HERB fund throughout my pursuit of multiple degrees. In 2017, I graduated from Drew University with a 
bachelor’s degree in Physics with a minor in Business, and in December 2018, I graduated from Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology with a master's degree in Mechanical Engineering concentrated in Robotics. I feel blessed 
to know that I will continue to have the support of the church as I seek job opportunities and start my career.  

 
  

The HERB Fund is an endowment fund established to provide grants to those who are in 
need of financial assistance for college, graduate school, and other post-secondary educa-
tion expenses. 
 
To apply for assistance, fill out the application on our church website: pcnv.org. Submit it to 
the Church Office in person or via email: officeadmin@pcnv.org 

HERB Fund Scholars 

 

 
Deep Roots School 

Enrolling Now! 
 
 

 

FPCNV has a new tenant in the basement of Fellowship Hall.  
Deep Roots Preschool will be opening their doors in 2019.     

 
To learn more, visit :  

www.deeprootsschool.org   

Or call 973-944-0508 
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February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 2 
  

 
  

 
 

     
 

 

 
AA Meeting 

noon 

  
 

  
  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

Communion 
Worship Service 
10 am 
Congregational 
Meeting 
Immediately follow-
ing morning worship 
Souper Bowl Sunday 
following worship 
Nicole Izaguirre Solo 
Concert—3 pm 
 

  

  
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

  

  
 
 
 

Toddler Time! 
1:30-3 pm 

   
  

 
 
 
Bible Study  
1:30 pm 

 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 

 
AA Meeting 

noon 

  

 
  
 
  
 
 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
All Age Worship 
Service 
10 am 
 
 
  

Adult Education 
Nathan Stuckey 
Farminary @ 11:15 
am 

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
  

  

 
Finance Mtg. 
7:00 pm 

Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 
Noon 
 
Deacons’ Mtg 
7:00 pm  
 
Book Club 
7:30 pm Library 

  
 

 
Toddler Time! 

1:30-3 pm 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Bible Study  
1:30 pm 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  

 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 Worship Service  
10 am 
 

  
 
  

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 
 
  

 President’s Day 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 
noon 

Session Mtg. 
7 pm 

 
  

Toddler Time! 
1:30-3 pm 

 
 
  

 
 
 
Bible Study  
1:30 pm 
 

    

 
Choir 7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 
 

  

24 25 26 27 28     
Worship Service 
10 am 
Annual Congrega-
tional Meeting 
Immediately follow-
ing worship 
Family Film Night & 
Spaghetti Dinner 
4-6 pm 

  

Women’s  
Bible Study   
9:30-11 am 

 
 
 

Women’s AA 
Step Meeting 
noon 

Men’s Breakfast 
La Di Da Café 

7:30 am 

 
Senior Luncheon 

12 pm 

 
Toddler Time! 

1:30-3 pm 

 
 
 

Bible Study  
1:30 pm 

 
Choir 7:30 pm 
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Sunday, February 3  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  
 

Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 
 

Sunday, February 10 
 All Age Worship 

 
Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 

 
  

Sunday, February 17  

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 
 

Sunday, February 24 
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 

 
Preacher:  Rev. William H. Stone, III 

 

FEBRUARY  WORSHIP  PLANS 

Arise, Your Light Is Come! 
Author:  Ruth Duck (b: 1974) 
First Published:  Because We Are One People: 
Songs for Worship (Chicago, 1974)  
 

This text was written in 1973 for the above-cited 
collection of hymns adapted for inclusive language 
and published by the Ecumenical Women’s Center of 
Chicago. The author had begun with the intention of 
revising the William Pierson Merrill text “Rise Up, O 
Men of God.” Then the new text came to her, “as if 
the new wine of the faith [she] wanted to express 
would not fit into the old wineskin of the earlier text 
(Duck 1992, no. 39). Nevertheless, she uses the abcb 
rhyme pattern of the text she set out to revise, and 
she follows its device of repeatedly opening with the 
same line. 

  

As the author indicates, the imagery of this hymn is 
drawn primarily from Isaiah 60 and 61…Although the 
language of this hymn comes from the Hebrew 
Scripture, it is especially appropriate for Christians to 
celebrate and integrate, because it formed the basis 

of what is usually referred to as Jesus’ inaugural 
sermon in the synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30). 
If Jesus understood these words as a description of 
his ministry, then they become equally important to 
the shaping of the lives of his followers.  

Hymn of the Month 
Arise, Your Light Is Come! 

 

Arise, your light is come!  
The Spirit’s call obey;  
show forth the glory Of your God,  
which shines on you today. 
 

Arise, your light is come!  
Fling wide the prison door;  
proclaim the captives’ liberty,  
good tidings to the poor. 
 

Arise, your light is come!  
All you in sorrow born,  
bind up the broken-hearted ones  
and comfort those who mourn. 
 

Arise, your light is come!  
The mountains burst in song!  
Rise up like eagles on the wing;  
God’s power will make us strong. 
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FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Toddler Time! 

Every Wednesday 
1:30 to 3:00 pm  

 

Sunday Speaker Series 
Sunday, February 10 

Nathan Stuckey: Farminary @ 11:15 am 
 

Family Film Night 

Sunday, February 24  
4-6 pm 

 

Men's Breakfast 

Wednesday, February 27  
7:30 am @ LaDiDa Café 

 

Senior Luncheon 

Wednesday, February 27 

12 pm @ Fellowship Hall 


