
Fall 2022

Faith & Society 

Our newest committee: Faith 
and Society has several 
upcoming programs this Fall. 
We hope you will join us in 
exploring the places where 
culture and current events 
intersect with our faith. 

FPCNV Families 

From our Back to School 
Blessing, to our children’s 
choir, to new Sunday school 
classes, to the Fall Festival, 
there are many ways for 
children and families to 
connect. We can’t wait to see 
you! 

New Members 

We are delighted to continue 
welcoming new members to 
our FPCNV family. If you are 
interested in joining or 
learning more about 
membership, contact Michelle 
Vince. 

Joining is as simple as filling 
out a member information 
form and attending one of our 
Welcome sessions on ZOOM 
or during coffee hour.
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Summer Backpack Drive 
We are grateful to everyone who supported this year’s summer 
campaign to provide 100 children with backpacks and school 
supplies. This was an ambitious goal and would not have 
happened without the support of many in our congregation who 
donated backpacks, went shopping for supplies, and donated 
money to purchase all of the items needed to stuff these 
backpacks. Thank you!
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Honoring 
those who Served 

Linda Simonsen has been 
proactively tending the 
graves in our cemetery. 
Over the last two years she 
has cleaned more than 200 
headstones. 

She has also identified the 
graves of several 
Revolutionary and Civil War 
soldiers and ensured that 
their graves are properly 
marked and registered 
online. 

On the 4th of July we 
remembered the 
revolutionary war soldiers 
buried in our graveyard 
and gave thanks for their 
service and the service of 
those who have continued 
to defend our nation 
serving in the armed forces.  

We are grateful to Linda for 
the time, energy, and care 
she pours into our beautiful 
and historic cemetery!

We had so much fun celebrating the end of the last 
school year that we’re going to mark the start of our 
new with another celebration. Join us on Friday 
September 9th anytime between 3:30 and 4:30pm. 
We’ll have a Kona Ice Truck in the parking lot of 
Fellowship Hall. Everyone is welcome—bring 
neighbors, friends, and siblings!
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Our search for a new Director of Music Ministry is making good progress! Our search 
committee (Susan Fischer, Candace Weeks, Rev. Stone and Rev. O’Connor) are using this 
search as an opportunity to reflect on FPCNV’s musical strengths, needs, and where we see 
the most energy and enthusiasm. This process included a wonderfully insightful consultation 
with Dr. Martin Tel, the Director of Music at Princeton Seminary. He shared with us how the 
best music programs not only inspire worshipers, but also engage them and help them to 
participate, no matter their age or ability. In all of these prayerful conversations, we are very 
excited about about how God might be inviting us to further develop our music program at 
FPCNV. 

Music is an integral part of our worship services, and we know how much our congregation 
values music as a part of our life together. Our hope is to find a Director of Music Ministry 
who will provide meaningful ways for people of all ages and abilities to engage sacred music 
in all its various forms, to learn more about its theological and cultural significance, and to 
contribute to our worship in voice and song. 

In July, a new job description was circulated, and we quickly received enquiries from a 
number of highly qualified applicants. Interviews are currently under way, and we look 
forward to sharing news of a successful search in the near future.

Worship and Music Update

In  the  winter  of  2020  we  launched 
“Seven  for  Supper.”  Unfortunately  this 
initiative was cut short by the pandemic. 

This  fall,  we  are  excited  to  re-launch 
FPCNV Dinner Groups and encourage 
you to consider taking part! Groups will 
average around seven people and meals 
will  be  casual/informal.  You’re  also 
welcome  to  be  creative—meeting  at  a 
restaurant,  getting  take-out  or  meeting 
up for a picnic.

Sharing a meal is a great way to establish 
new  friendships  with  members  of 
FPCNV! 

Sign  up  to  join  and/or  host  a  dinner 
group  this  fall  by  emailing  Hayley  
hayley@pcnv.org
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Book Group

Billy Keyserling, widely recognized for his collaborative efforts to educate and 
mobilize community efforts for the common good, will speak at a program we 
are co-sponsoring with Morristown Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 
22, at 10:00am, and again during our worship service on October 23rd.  

A Beaufort, South Carolina native, his public service includes staff positions in 
the US House and Senate, two terms in the South Carolina state legislature, and 
three terms as mayor of Beaufort, SC where he is still known as Mayor Billy. He 
retired from elected service to commit his time and financial resources to the 
establishment of the Reconstruction Era National Park in Beaufort.  

His other efforts to foster an accurate understanding of Reconstruction as a 
means of building unity and promoting racial equality include the 
establishment of the educational non-profit, Reconstruction Beaufort: The 
Second Founding of America and his book, Sharing Common Ground: Promises 
Unfilled but Not Forgotten. New Vernon is honored by his willingness to share 
his wealth of history, public affairs, and public policy with members of the 
Church and community.

Faith & Society Speaker

Join us as we read Sharing Common Ground: 
Promises Unfulfilled but Not Forgotten. 

Ahead of Billy Keyserling’s visit to New 
Vernon, Rev. Stone is leading a book group 
on Wednesday evenings in September (14, 
21 and 28) at 5:30pm.  

To sign up and reserve a copy of Billy’s book 
contact the church office at 973-538-8394 or 
officeadmin@pcnv.org
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September 4 - Communion 
September 11 - Blessing of the Backpacks 
September 18 - Regular Worship 
September 25 - Baptism Brunch 
October 2 - Blessing of the Animals 
October 9 - Communion 
October 16 - Regular Worship 
October 23 - Billy Keyserling in Worship 
October 30 - Halloween Coffee Hour 

Help Make Sundays Special 
Every Sunday volunteers serve as ushers, 
liturgists, coffee hour hosts, and flower 
donors. To sign up for one of these 
opportunities contact the church office. You 
can also sign up during coffee hour. 

officeadmin@pcnv.org | 973-538-8394

Worship Services

mailto:officeadmin@pcnv.org


Pipe Organ August 2022

Fall Events and Activities 8

This year, our session is being intentional 
about providing new opportunities for 
people to connect and build community. 
One way we’re doing this is by starting a 
men’s group. Our first gathering is for 
dinner and drinks on Thursday, October 
13th at the Washington House restaurant. 
Men of all ages are welcome to join!  

Please contact Rev. Stone to sign up. 
william.stone@pcnv.org | 973-538-8394 

We look forward to future gatherings that 
may include community service, and “dad/
g ra n d p a a n d m e ” a d v e n t u re s f o r 
(grand)parents and their children.

A New Group for Men

mailto:william.stone@pcnv.org
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September 9, 3:30 - 4:30 pm - After School Kona Ice Party 
September 11, 10:00 am - Blessing of the Backpacks Worship Service, Sunday School resumes 
September 14, 5:30 pm - Billy Keyserling Book Group 
September 21, 12:00 pm - Let’s Do Lunch 
September 21, 5:30 pm - Billy Keyserling Book Group 
September 25, 11:00 am - Baptism Brunch 
September 28, 5:30 pm - Billy Keyserling Book Group 
October 2, 10:00 am - Blessing of the Animals Worship Service 
October 2, 2:00 pm - Faith and Society Movie: Coda at Bernardsville Cinema 
October 12, 5:30 pm - Parent’s Book Group 
October 13, 5:30 pm - Blokes Group meets at Washington House 
October 16, 3:00 - 5:00 pm - Fall Festival 
October 19, 12:00 pm - Let’s Do Lunch 
October 19, 5:30 pm - Parent’s Book Group 
October 22, 10:00 am - Billy Keyserling: Unity and Diversity: Unpacking America’s Historical Baggage 
October 23, 10:00 am - Billy Keyserling in Worship 
October 26, 5:30 pm - Parent’s Book Group 
October 30, 10:00 am - Halloween Worship and Coffee Hour

Dates to Remember

The Chorbas return to FPCNV

We were delighted to welcome Merle and our Pastor Emeritus George back 
to FPCNV for worship. Rev. Dr. Chorba served communion alongside Rev. 
Stone and remembered almost everyone coming forward by name!
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Save The Date

Hunger Walk 2022
October  15th, 10:00am 

At Jockey Hollow

We are planning a variety of 
activities to help new and long time 
members connect and get to know 
each other. 

One event we’re especially excited 
about is our Baptism Brunch on 
September 25th. We’re inviting all 
of the families who have had a child 
baptized over the last two years to 
join us for worship and brunch. We 
hope you will join us in welcoming 
them into the FPCNV family!

“Community is a sign that 
love is possible in a 
materialistic world where 
people so often either 
ignore or fight each other.

                    —Jean Vanier
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First Presbyterian Church    
  of New Vernon
     PO BOX 522 
     New Vernon, NJ 07976 
 

Phone: 973-538-3894 
Email: officeadmin@pcnv.org 
Website: www.pcnv.org

We’re excited to share all of the exciting things 
happening at FPCNV this Fall! 

To stay up to date, be sure to sign up for our regular 
email news at pcnv.org


