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  Blessings, 

   Pastor Rick 

We had been warned that this storm was 
going to be bad.  But not even the prognosticators 
could have imagined the severity of Sandy and the 
level of devastation in her wake. 
 

In our area, we experienced a loss of power. For 
some, it was for an extended period of time. People 
dealt with cold and a lack of water and light.  It was 
enough to rob you of your joy. 
 

But then we began to see pictures from Staten 
Island and Long Island and the Jersey shore.  People 
there lost everything.  Over 120 people lost their 
lives.  And while it put our own inconveniences in 
perspective, we grieved for our neighbors all the 
more. 
 

Now we have a chance to lend a helping hand. We 
have already redirected our gift boxes from 
Kentucky to the Toms River area. We are planning 
more collections and several work trips to roll up our 
sleeves and help people begin to recover. 
 

I see God in all of this. I do not believe that God 
sends storms to punish or teach anything. I believe 
that God weeps with those who are in pain over this 
freak of nature.  I also believe that God is showing us 
how to put our love and our faith into action in real 
and significant ways. 
 

This storm was mighty in its destructive force. But 

God is mightier. The pain and grief experienced were 

mighty. But God is mightier.  People had put their 

trust in things. But God has called us to a new way of 

thinking that puts all of our trust in the only thing 

that is mightier than anything. In God we trust. And 

in God we will answer the call to help.  Let’s roll up 

our sleeves and put our faith into action. 

    The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voic-

es; the floods lift up their roaring.  More majestic than the thunder of 

mighty waters, more majestic than the waves of the sea, majestic on 

high is the Lord!  Psalm 93:3-4 
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Christmas Donations 
Morris County Correctional Facility 

 Drop Off at Fellowship Hall by December 18 

 
The following is a list of approved items that may be donated for the 
approximately 400 inmates’ Christmas gift bags this year.  

 

  Men’s white crew neck t-shirts in lg, X-lg, 2X, and 3X 

  (no V-necks or pockets allowed) 
 

  Men’s white briefs 
 

  Women’s sports bras (white, no wire) 
 

  White crew socks 
 

  Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
 

  Shampoo (medium to large sizes) 
 

  Lotion (no pumps) 
 

  Deodorant 
 

  Home-baked cookies—(individual baggies with 5 cookies to bag) 
 

The above items are the only ones that will be accepted by security.  
Please do not gift wrap your donations.     

 

The holidays are an especially difficult time for inmates and their families 
when your generosity will truly touch the hearts of the men and women 
who are incarcerated at MCCF.  Your acts of kindness may be seen by a 
prisoner as the brightest beacon of God’s love. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

No Time To Bake Cookies? 
 

Nancy Barrett’s young neighbor, who likes to bake, will make cookies for 
the jail @ $20 a batch.  Each batch is about 38 nice-sized cookies.  If 

anyone would like to order cookies from her, you can contact Nancy 
Barrett at 973-425-1414.  A small bag of sample cookies will be given to 
those who place an order. 
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The following are highlights from the November 20, 2012 Session Meeting. 
The meeting began with Tom Ewig reading devotions.  
 

Committee Highlights 
Hurricane Sandy has brought to our attention that we do not have a way to contact our congregants 
in the case of extended power outages. A list of cell phone numbers and members with generators is 
being compiled to assist us in the case of any future storms. We have a generator that powers the first 
floor of Fellowship Hall and the Nursery School. 
 

Adult Education: Because of Hurricane Sandy some Sunday morning programs had to be rescheduled. 
Barbara Aspinall is now leading the Monday Morning Bible Study. A trip to see the show on Tiffany in 
Devotional Art at the Museum of Biblical Art is planned for January 5. New programs for the spring will 
be posted soon. 
 

Congregational Life: The Christmas pageant will be held on December 16th, followed by a potluck 
Christmas Luncheon. There will be a large wreath in the window in Fellowship Hall for decorating 
instead of our usual tree.   
 

Stewardship: Thank you to those who have already pledged!  Only about one-third of the 
congregation has responded. The goal is $478K. The phone-a-thon started November 28th.   
 

Membership: Three social gatherings at members’ homes have already taken place, 12 more will be 
scheduled.  The purpose is to gather input from members on Church-related issues. Pastor Rick and 
Gordon have been distributing welcome baskets to new residents. We joyfully welcomed new 
members Don and Meg Richardson to our church community.  
 

Worship and Music: Everyone is pleased with our new organist, Amanda Tsukumoto. Min Kwon’s 
concert was a great success, raising $10,545.  The Masterwork Camarata will sing on March 10th.   
     
Building & Grounds: The windows project will be completed by December 16th. The balcony windows 
will be done in the spring.  
 

Nominating Committee: A slate of new elders, deacons and committee members has been created. 
They will be presented to the congregation on December 9th after worship at the Congregational 
Meeting.  
 

Youth Education: There are 20 families with children under the age of 10 who are members of our 
church. Pastor Rick and Gordon are planning a get-together for these families in December with a 
holiday theme, including a special visit from Santa. 
 

Administrative Review: The Church’s website is currently being redesigned. The content will continue 
to be updated. 
 

Communion will be served on Sunday, December 2, 2012. 
The next Session meeting will be on Tuesday, December 18, 2012 at 7pm. 
 

Reverend Sweeney adjourned the meeting with prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Jane Coyle, Clerk of Session 

 

NOVEMBER  SESSION  HIGHLIGHTS 
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Instinctual Life 
Something tells the geese when it’s time to fly south in the autumn.  
I’m not going to get bogged down in the biological causes and stimuli.  
Suffice to say that it’s something unseen, something instinctual, and 
something almost magical that makes these birds pick up and leave for 

warmer climates.  I marvel at the enormous flocks of geese I witness every year cutting across the sky.  At 
times they are so high that it’s their calling that first stirs my curiosity and beckons my attention, and it’s only 
after straining to scan the sky at high altitudes that the faint, dark V-shape of their flock is seen.  Often, I am 
in awe of their ability to trust their instincts and follow where the rhythms of life lead them.  I wish I could do 
this half as well as the geese.  On occasion, I’ve had the fortune to spot a Snow Goose on the wing, among 
the more common Canada Geese, and have wished I could glimpse one on the ground. 

 

In mid-October, I was driving to a lecture I was giving in an area of New Jersey that was unfamiliar to 
me.  I arrived early so as to avoid the rush hour traffic on Route 287.  I asked a local about where I might get 
dinner and got directions to a location just a couple of miles from where I was to speak that evening.  Per-
fect!  I had just enough time to eat before setting up my equipment, as long as I moved quickly. 

 

Well, by now there were a good number of commuters jamming the roads, but the directions 
seemed simple enough to follow: down the road three miles, turn right at the light, and go several miles to a 
mall.  Because of the trees, the mall came into sight rather suddenly at a traffic light, so I turned right, react-
ing almost instinctually at the last second, expecting to find a way to enter the parking lot from the side 
road.  Instead, I soon discovered with a good deal of frustration, that there was no left turn allowed from the 
side road.  I was forced to continue up the road, crowded with cars, all the while looking for a place to turn 
and reverse my direction.  There wasn’t any such place for well over a mile. 

 

Finally, with frustration building and an eye on the clock, I spied a field on the left that was under de-
velopment, and it had a dirt road leading into it that was used by construction vehicles.  This was my oppor-
tunity, and I took advantage of it.  Having a break in the oncoming flow of traffic, I turned left onto the dirt 
road and swung my car around to face the road.  Of course, now I had to wait for another break in traffic so I 
could pull out on the road again.  Biding my time, with anxiety mounting, I gazed out over the field.  Some-
thing caught my eye.  There in the middle of the field was a flock of Canada Geese, and among the multitude 
of birds was a spot of white, a Snow Goose!  It looked so very majestic with its black wing tips set off against 
the pure-white plumage.  I had wanted to see one for years, and here it finally was, directly in front of me. 

 

Suddenly, the traffic and the clock and my dinner didn’t matter.  I was looking at a Snow Goose, and 
it occurred to me that I would not have seen it had I not been pulled in that direction by my miscalculation.  
Or…was it a miscalculation?  Perhaps, I thought, perhaps I was meant to find that road that had no entrance 
to the mall.  Perhaps this sighting was a gift that was planned for me.  When I turned suddenly onto that side 
road beside the mall, I reacted without consideration, without contemplation.  I turned out of instinct.  How-
ever, when my expectations weren’t met, I lost faith in the direction I was headed. 

 

Why?  Why don’t we trust our instincts more often?  Why don’t we trust where life leads us?  I had 
considered this question before this, but the experience with the Snow Goose sighting made me revisit it 
more seriously.  The Snow Goose doesn’t question where it’s drawn any more than autumn leaves question 
where the flow of a river will take them.  Instincts guide the geese, river water carries the leaves, and God 
leads us all to places we’re supposed to be.  Too often, we fight our “mistakes,” we get angry and frustrated 
at events that don’t meet our expectations when, in reality, they are actually surprises from our creator. 

 

Too much of our lives are centered on control, so I’ve decided to make a change.  There’s much we 
can learn from life, and I’m going to make an effort to step back and enjoy the surprises that life and God 
have in store for me.  Maybe you’ll want to try this with me.  What will it be like to deny frustration, to allow 
ourselves to do more floating down life’s river?  I imagine it will feel like flying, like the flight of a Snow Goose 
sailing through the crisp, autumn sky. 

               Gordon’s  

                   Corner 
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Sunday, December 16 
 
The Sunday School will present the Christmas 
Pageant, “Good News of Great Joy,” on Sunday, 
December 16 during worship.  Sunday School students 
of all ages are encouraged to participate.   
 
Roles and scripts were handed out during Sunday 
School in early November.  Rehearsals will be held 
during Sunday School and on Saturday, December 
15.  Students who wish to participate should make 
every effort to attend Sunday School.   
 
Adult volunteers will be needed to help with scenery, 

costumes, and children.  Please contact Susan Fischer at 908-204-0820 or shfishcer@verizon.net if you 
are able to help or have questions. 

 We Celebrate Good News of Great Joy! 

2012 Christmas Pageant 

It’s Time To Brighten a Child’s Life 
Christmas Is for Children 2012 

  
Christmas Is for Children, Inc. is a non-profit, non-denominational organization dedicated to providing 
all children the love, care, and joy that comprise the spirit of Christmas.  Since 1991, CIFC has supported 
over tens of thousands of local underprivileged children dealing with poverty, AIDS, domestic 
violence, and substance-abusing parents.  
 

Local social agencies such as Children on the Green, Homeless Solutions, Eric 
Johnson House, Chabad, Good Shephard, and Interfaith Council for the 
Homeless help to identify those children in our community who are most in 
need of assistance this holiday season.    
 

On Sunday, December 3, a representative from CIFC will be present at our 
Christmas Luncheon to hand out gift wish lists to anyone who would like to 
sponsor a child this Christmas.  
 

To learn more about Christmas Is for Children, log onto 
www.NJChristmasIsForChildren.org  

or contact Susan Fischer at 908-204-0820. 

mailto:shfishcer@verizon.net
http://www.NJChristmasIsForChildren.org
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All Hands on Deck:  New Jersey Shore Relief Project 
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All Hands on Deck:  New Jersey Shore Relief Project 

  
Hello, Everyone, 
 

I am taking a few moments to update you all on a few 

points concerning our All Hands on Deck mission 

project to assist the people in the Toms River, NJ, area 

who were severely affected by Hurricane Sandy.  Since 

we are aiming at 100% participation from FPCNV 

households, I’m happy to report that we are up to 30% 

participation as of November 26.  Thank you!  Thank 

you!  Thank you! 
 

I want to be certain everyone knows that there are 

ways for all households to be involved, regardless of 

your abilities.  The opportunities range from helping to call/contact FPCNV families to 

participating on the mission trips, and there are many other options in-between these.  Take a 

look at the list below and see which one seems right for you! 
 

 We need people to donate time by calling others from our church and asking for their 

involvement in any way shape or form.  No amount of money or donation of time is too 

small! 
 

 Store cards to Walmart, Shop Rite, Home Depot, or Lowe’s in $25 denominations are 

always accepted and very much appreciated. 
 

 Any amount of cash or checks, from a few dollars and up, is great!  Please make checks 

out to “First Presbyterian Church of New Vernon” with “AHOD NJ Shore Relief” on the 

memo.  A portion of the funds will be used for supporting the operational costs of the 

effort, but the bulk of the money will be used to purchase additional store cards for 

residents. 
 

 The Deacons are making lunches on the Friday afternoon preceding each Saturday’s 

trip.  You can contact Aimee Bloom or Prudy Sweeney if you'd like to help them. 
 

 The trip coordinators for the remaining two trips are: December 8: Prudy Sweeney; 

December 15: Keith Wood.  Please contact the respective trip coordinator or me if you 

would like to go on a mission trip. 
 

 Supplies are also needed in any quantity and can be left in the Church’s nursery 

room!  They will be taken down to The Presbyterian Church of Toms River with our weekly 

work teams.  Contact the trip coordinators for specifics. 
 

 Have another idea?  Let me know! 
 

If you want to help call/contact people, especially those who 
don’t have E-mail or can’t be at Sunday worship services, please 
contact me for names.  Let me know how you’d like to be 
involved!  There’s something for everyone.  Additionally, when 
you get involved, please let me know, so I can update the 
percentage of our household commitment to this effort. 
 

Thank you all so much! 
Gordon 
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A Journey of Faith, Hope, and Love 

 

 

Sunday, December 9, 10:00 am 

 
Meeting Dates and Book Selections 

 

Where:  Library When:  7:30 pm 
 

 
 

DEC 11 Café Beethoven 
  
JAN 8 Mighty Be Our Powers by Leymah 
 Gbowee 
 
FEB 12  TBD:  The Garden of Beasts by Erik 
 Larson, or Dosha by Sonia Meyer    
 
MAR 12  The Innocents by Francesca Segal   
 
APR 9  TBD 
 
MAY 14 TBD 
 
JUN 11 TBD 
 
 

 New members are welcome. 

 
The choir invites you to come to our annual Advent/Christmas service of music on 
December 9th at 10 AM.   
 
 

This year, they will be singing a variety of anthems 
by composers chronicling the journey to 
Bethlehem, a journey of faith in difficult times, and 
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Please join us for this inspirational service. 

 FPCNV Book Club 

December Meeting, Meeting Dates, and Book Selections 
  

Café Beethoven 

December 11  

5 pm 
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The Congregational Life Committee Invites You to the 
 

2012 Christmas Luncheon 
 

Sunday, December 16  
Immediately after Worship  

 

The Congregational Live Committee will provide  
ham & turkey, holiday sweets(!), as well as hot and cold beverages. 

 
Guests are asked to bring a side dish or salad that will feed eight (8) people. 

 
  
 

Come and enjoy the spirit of the Christmas Season with each other 
as we decorate the Christmas Wreath and sing traditional carols! 

 

RSVP on the poster at Coffee Hour or 
RSVP to Anne LaPré at laprefam@mac.com 

 

A meeting of the congregation will be held on December 9th after worship. The purpose of the meeting 
is to elect officers for the coming year and to approve the terms of call for Dr. Sweeney. 
 

Prudy and I want to wish everyone in the church family a joyful and spirit-filled Christmas. 
 

Pastor Rick 

Congregational Meeting Called for December 9, 2012 

The window project is on schedule. We are still planning to be back in the sanctuary on December 16th. 

Windows Update 
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Christmas Eve Services 
 

Monday, December 24 ~ 5:00 pm and 11 pm 
 
 

There are two services on Christmas Eve in our festively 
decorated sanctuary.  The first is at 5:00 pm.  Many  

families with little ones attend this service.  The second service begins at 
11:00 pm and ends at midnight. 
 
Both of these are candlelight services that will warm our hearts and 
help us all prepare to welcome the Christ Child into our lives. 
 

Established in 1994, Deirdre's House is the center in Morris County for children who 
have suffered abuse and neglect or witnessed family violence. As a nationally 
accredited Child Advocacy Center, Deirdre's House is the only entity in Morris County 
that provides a comprehensive multidisciplinary response to child abuse. The Center 
is also committed to the prevention of abuse, with community education and 
prevention presentations and conferences that provide information and practical 

knowledge to the public on child abuse education, prevention, and related topics. 
 

The programs offered at Deirdre’s House play a critical role in addressing the needs of child victims of physical 
and sexual abuse. The Center is the only site in Morris County where a child victim under the age of 12 can be 
interviewed, medically treated, and counseled, all under one roof. These services are offered free of charge, in 
English and Spanish, in a safe, child-focused environment.  
 

This is important, because when children are victims of violence, they need extensive clinical counseling over a 
prolonged period of time. Counseling for these children is not a luxury; it is a necessity. With specialized 
counseling programs scarce, Deirdre’s House is one of a few places where 
professionals trained in treating childhood trauma help victims heal.  
 

As a private, nonprofit organization, Deirdre’s House relies on the 
support of the community to continue to provide these much needed 
services to our young clients. Funding helps to provide over 1,000 clinical 
counseling visits each year, ensuring that ,while a child’s life may be 
touched by abuse, it need not be defined by it. 

   

Christmas Offering 2012  to Benefit Deirdre’s House 
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Church Ornaments 
 

$15 
 

Available at  

Coffee Hour 

Christmas Ornaments depicting 
the historic chapel  may be picked 
up at the Church Office.  If you 
would like to reserve them, please 
call  Debbie at:   973-538-8394 or send 

an email to: dhennessey@pcnv.org  

Comfort and Joy Service 
Sunday, December 9 

6:00 pm 
 

On Sunday evening, December 9 at 6:00pm we will hold a service of 
Comfort and Joy. We realize that, in the midst of all the celebrations 
around the Christmas season, it is a difficult time for some. If you have lost 
a loved one or suffered other hardship this year, you know how the season 
can be a mixture of joy and sorrow.  
 
In this quiet service, we will seek to be of comfort to each other as we 
approach Christmas. If you are not mourning the loss of a loved one or 
dealing with some other painful issue, then be thankful. Come and be a 
part of this service because you care about the ones who are hurting. 
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2013 Stewardship  

Campaign  Reminder 

The 2013 “Step Up to the Plate!” Stewardship Campaign is under way!  
 

Our campaign goal for 2013 is $478.000.  We are asking each of our members to 
“step up” and increase their pledge by 5% this year to help provide salary 
increases for our dedicated staff and to help build a capital expense cushion. 
 

We are hoping to hit a grand slam this year with 100% participation.  Please join 
the team and prayerfully consider what you can do to support our church in 2013. 
 

Please make your pledge today, so the Finance Committee can properly budget 
for 2013.  
 

Because of the hurricane, the deadline to make your 2013 pledge has been 
extended to Monday, December 24th. 
 

In addition, if you have not already done so, please fulfill the balance of your 2012 
pledge prior to December 31st. 

 Membership 
Gatherings 

A celebration of life at our church... 
 
During October, November and December, the Membership Committee will organize gatherings, 
either in the form of wine,  cheese and other refreshments , or hot soup and refreshments, or dinner 
at various host family homes strategically and geographically selected. We hope that you will say yes 
to the host family that will soon be sending you an invitation. Pastor Rick will attend all gatherings 
and lead us in a discussion on what we have to celebrate in the life of our church and where we can 
improve. Please look out for further information coming to you shortly. 
 
 

Dr. David Ogden Zenker 

September 29, 2012 
 
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the loss of our member, David Zenker, who died 
peacefully on Saturday, September 29.  Please continue to keep Jeanne and their family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
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Information Update 
   

 

 
 

 

               

 
Christmas Eve Services 

Donations for Sanctuary Decorations 
 

To include a dedication in the Christmas Eve Bulletins,  
please fill out the form below and make sure it gets into 

the Church Office with your  
donation by Sunday, December 23. 

 

 

Christmas Eve Decoration Donation Form 
 

I would like my donation to be dedicated as follows: 
 
 

Your Name:              
 

  In Memory of          In Honor of     
 

            
 

         
 

          
 

We have realized that we do not have everyone’s correct Email address.  Would you please make 
sure we have yours?  Also, it would also be easier to contact members if we had cell phone numbers. 
Land lines were down, and it was hard to contact the members following the recent storm. If you 
provide us with your cell phone number, we will not use it except in an emergency situation and we 
will not publish it or share it with anyone else. 
 

We would like to compile a list of families that would have power and heat during a storm.  If you 
have a generator and extra room for members of the church who are left in the cold, would you let 
the church office know?  We are trying to be better prepared for the next storm emergency. 
 
Name:          Cell Phone:          
 

Email:                 
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When Love Hurts… 
 

Sunday, December 2 at 11:30 am 
 

Research tells us that 1 in 3 women will experience domestic violence in their 
lifetime.  This social ill extends across racial, ethnic, religious and economic 
boundaries; there are women in your community and in your pews right now 
suffering from violence in their own homes.  Last year in NJ alone there were 
74,244 domestic violence offenses reported to the police, and 38 women lost 
their lives at the hand of a “loved one.”  How many more went unreported? 

 

Historically, the Church has ignored abuse or denied that domestic violence was rampant among 
believers.  The resulting sacred silence has left women without spiritual resources, or worse yet, 
perpetuated a belief that somehow God condones their suffering.  Abusive marriages (or intimate 
relationships) can never mirror Christ’s love for the Church and are a dangerous breach of Jesus’ 
commandment to, “love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12).  We are called as Christians to 
care for the needs of those who suffer; this includes victims and survivors of domestic violence. 
 

Come learn more about domestic violence—what are the warning signs, what forms can abuse take, 
how to help, and how to raise your voice as a member of the body of Christ to break the sacred silence.  
June Tamburro will lead the discussion at the Adult Education hour on Sunday, December 2, 2012. 
 

Seeing, Hearing, and Fearing Angels   
Dr. Deborah Thompson Prince 
Sunday, December 23, 11:30 am-12:30 pm   
  

Angels are a staple of the Christmas season. They are present in every 
Christmas pageant, top numerous Christmas trees, and wish Christians 
far and wide “peace and goodwill” from the cover of Christmas cards. 
Angels even inhabit our favorite seasonal movies. But who, or what, are 
these beings? Do our angelic Christmas fantasies do justice to their purpose as bearers of God’s word?  
How has our perception of the Christmas angels as sweet little girls in white halos and wings developed 
out of biblical stories that demand a fearful awe from anyone who experiences these divine 
messengers? Dr. Deborah Thompson Prince will lead an exploration of the significance of the angels in 
the Christmas story. She will also discuss their role in other parts of the biblical story as a foundation for 
understanding their announcement of Jesus’ birth. Our goal will be to deepen our understanding of the 
Christmas message and, perhaps, to discern together how, or if, the role of angels continues to be of 
value to us in our contemporary world.     
 

Dr. Prince is Assistant Professor of Theology at Bellarmine University in Louisville, KY. Deborah received 
her Bachelor’s degree from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, M. Div. from Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, and Ph.D. in New Testament from the University of Notre Dame.  Deborah has 
researched, presented papers, and published articles on visionary experiences in the Bible, particularly 
the resurrection narratives, in both academic and ministry journals. She has also taught courses and led 
adult educational events on the topic of visions and the role of angels.  She is currently preparing essays 
on Luke that will be included in the new Westminster/John Knox commentary series, Feasting on the 
Gospels. 

Adult Education ~ December Events 
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Islam and the West  

Dr. Charles Selengut 
 

Sunday, January  27 at 11:30 am 
 

There are many different strains in Islam, many of which support peace.  However, there are some 
strains that theologically support violence.  Adherents to these strains of Islam believe they have 
a moral and religious imperative to participate in acts of violence.  Dr. Selengut will discuss the 
theological basis for some of these beliefs.  He will go on to consider how Christians and other non-
Muslims can appropriately respond to these positions. 
   

Louis C Tiffany & the Art of Devotion Trip 
Saturday, January 5 

 

  Museum of Biblical Art 
Near Columbus Circle 

Followed by lunch at a nearby restaurant. 
 
 Reservations Required.  Please contact Nancy Barrett, 973-425-1414, by 

December 23. 
 

 There is no charge for admission to the exhibit, but we need a head-count 
in order to plan for enough drivers.  Lunch will be at a moderately priced 
restaurant. 

 

 We will meet in the church parking lot at 9:00 am, and should return at 
approximately 3:30 pm. 

 
Louis Comfort Tiffany is best known for his iridescent leaded-glass windows and lamps that 
decorated public buildings and homes of rich and famous clients, but most of his commissions 
were for America's houses of worship, Protestant, Catholic and Jewish.  Tiffany employed 
designers, draftsmen, and craftspeople who produced decorative wall treatments, mosaic 
floors, lighting, furniture, altarpieces, pulpits, candlesticks, and liturgical vestments.  Works in 
many media could be had “off the rack” with minimal personalization or as one-of-a-kind 
commissions, designed exclusively for a particular patron.   
 
The success of Tiffany’s vision was due not only to the quality and variety of the work but also 
to his ambitious advertising campaigns.  The exhibit includes showroom displays, sales 
catalogues, press releases, luxurious illustrated pamphlets, and installations made for national 
and international expositions, in addition to Tiffany devotional windows and objects in other 
media.  

Coming in the New Year 
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December Movie:  Get Low (PG 13) 
Wednesday, December 19:  7 pm 

At the Chaney Home 
  

Oscar winners Robert Duvall and Sissy Spacek team up to tell the true story 
of irascible Felix Bush, a backwoods Tennessee loner who planned his 
funeral in 1938 while he was still around to attend -- and enjoy -- the 
proceedings. 
 

Cast:  Robert Duvall, Bill Murray, Sissy Spacek, Lucas Black, Gerald 
McRaney, Bill Cobbs, Scott Cooper, Lori Beth Edgeman, Linds Edwards 

 

Genre:  Indie Dramas, Dark Humor & Black Comedies, Dramas Based on Real Life, Drama 
 
 

De-stress with Chair Yoga  
 

Join MJ Turnbull, certified Yoga instructor and inspiring teacher, on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 o’clock at the Library for the perfect antidote 
to the busy season.  Give yourself the gift of a straighter spine, muscle 
tone, and renewed energy!  A $10 fee is requested but not obligatory; pay 
what you can.  Any questions?  Talk to enthusiasts Emmie Corbin, Bernice 
Paton, or Anne Thomas.  Suitable for all levels from novice on up. 
 
 

Min Kwon’s New CD 
 This Is My Father’s World 

Spiritual Reflections for Solo Piano 
CD Sales to Benefit PCNV Piano Fund 

 
Min Kwon recently recorded a CD that is scheduled to be released the 
second week in December and features a collection of hymns and 
spiritual music for solo piano.  Titles are:  Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us, 
The Old Rugged Cross, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, What a Friend We Have in 
Jesus, Just a Closer Walk with Thee, I Am Thine, O Lord, Open My Eyes That I 

May See, Beneath The Cross of Jesus, Psalm 23: The Lord is My Shepherd, My Jesus, I Love Thee, 
Amazing Grace, Poor Wayfaring Stranger, Through the Love of God, Our Savior, Come Thou Fount, 
How Firm a Foundation, and This Is My Father’s World. 
 

Min recorded this CD with the intention that all proceeds from its sale will be donated toward 
the purchase of a new piano in the Sanctuary.  It is hoped that the CDs will be available by the 
Christmas Luncheon, and they will be available at Coffee Hour and in the Church Office.   Feel 
free to reserve your copy or copies.  These will make thoughtful Christmas presents, and each 
copy that you purchase will also be a gift toward  the purchase of a new piano for the Sanctuary. 

http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Robert_Duvall/26660?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Bill_Murray/66728?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Sissy_Spacek/87566?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Lucas_Black/178600?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Gerald_McRaney/20028430?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Gerald_McRaney/20028430?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Bill_Cobbs/17909?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Scott_Cooper/30012833?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Lori_Beth_Edgeman/20025334?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Linds_Edwards/30090051?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/Genre/Indie_Dramas/677?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/Genre/Dark_Humor_Black_Comedies/626?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/Genre/Dramas_Based_on_Real_Life/1293?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
http://dvd.netflix.com/Genre/Drama/315?strkid=694219260_0_0&strackid=14c5fccba671c25_0_srl
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OCTOBER  SESSION  HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The October Highlights are included here because the November Pipe Organ did not run as 

a result of the recent power outages. 
 

The following are highlights from the October 16, 2012 Session Meeting. 
 

The meeting began with Larry Malm reading devotions.  
 

Committee Highlights 
 

The September meeting was cancelled because of Tornado warnings! 
 

The Session and Deacons held their annual joint meeting on Tuesday, October 16th at 6:30. 
 

Adult Education: There are several educational and thought-provoking programs coming up, among 
them: Islam and the Christian West, The Need to Argue with God, and—just in time for Christmas—
Angels in Christianity. Also, Love Hurts, a program about the Christian response to domestic violence.    
 

Youth Education: The new confirmation class now has eight members! A few additional adult sponsors 
are needed to act as mentors.  
 

Congregational Life: Thanks to Aimee Bloom and the beautiful weather, the Harvest Festival on 
October 14th was a great success. The apple cider—pressed on the spot by Eric Gill and his cider 
press—was the perfect accompaniment to the homemade chili and hotdogs. Stay tuned for 
information about the Christmas Luncheon scheduled for Sunday December 16th. 
 

Stewardship: The campaign is under way!  Step up to the Plate and support our church by submitting 
your pledge by November 19th. 
 

Finance: The budget is looking good as we close out the year. 
 

Membership: Several casual gatherings will take place at the homes of church members. This is an 
excellent opportunity to meet with other members in an atmosphere where you can discuss your 
opinions and voice any concerns while enjoying some social time. 
 

Worship and Music: The children’s message, specially geared towards our young congregants but 
enjoyed by all, will continue to be delivered by Susan Fischer as well as Pastor Rick, Gordon, and 
Rachel Newburg on a rotating basis.  
     
Buildings & Grounds: The windows project is right on schedule and should be completed by December 
16th—in time for Christmas! 
 

Nominating Committee: The committee is hard at work! While some members are stepping down 
from their position on a board or committee, others are stepping up. A complete slate of new 
members of Session, Deacons, Audit Committee, and Nominating Committee is being prepared for 
next year.   
 

Communion will be served on Sunday, November 4, 2012. 
The next Session meeting will be on Tuesday, November 20, 2012 at 7 pm. 
 

Reverend Sweeney adjourned the meeting with prayer.   
 

Respectfully submitted, Jane Coyle, Clerk of Session 



December 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

           1 
     

  

    

   
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Communion 

 
 

Women’s  
Bible Study 
9:30-11 am 
 
 
 
  
 

  
 

  
 
 
 

Youth Group 
Dinner &  

Cookie Baking 
6:00-8 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Bible Study 
8:30 am 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
Choir 7:30 pm  

  
 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Confirmation Class 

9:00-9:30 am 
 

Choral Music Svc.  
 

Congregational 
Meeting  11:00 am 

 

YES: Laser Tag  
12-2 pm 

 

Comfort & Joy Svc. 
6:00 pm 

Women’s  
Bible Study 
9:30-11 am 
  
 

Deacons Meeting 
7:00  pm 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

  
 
 

  
  

Bible Study 
8:30 am 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 

 
AA Meeting 

noon 
 

   

 
  
 
  
 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

Children’s Christmas 
Pageant 

 
Christmas Luncheon 

11:15 am 
 
  
 

  

Women’s  
Bible Study 
9:30-11 am 
  
 
 Finance Com. Mtg 
7 pm 

  

 
 

 
 

 Session Mtg 
7 pm  
 

Youth Group 
Dinner &  

Gaming Night 
6-8 pm  

 
 
 
 
  

Bible Study 
8:30 am 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Choir 7:30 pm 

  
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

  
  

 
  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
  
 

Seeing, Hearing, and 
Fearing Angels 

11:15 am  
 

YES: Bowling 
12-2 pm 

 

  

 
Christmas Eve 

Services 
 

5:00 pm 
 

11:00 pm 

  
 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

 
 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

  
No Bible Study 

 
 
 

AA Meeting 
noon 

 

 30 
  
  

31   
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There will be a Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 9 

Immediately following Worship 



December Worship at FPCNV, 2012 
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     Sunday, December 2  
 First Sunday of Advent 

  
     

Communion 
Preacher: Dr. Sweeney 

Liturgist:  Marion Hoffman 
 

Sermon:  The Crazy Baptist 
 

Text:   
Philippians 4:4-7        

Luke 3:7-18 

Sunday, December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 
  

  
  

Choral Christmas Program 
 

  

  

Sunday, December 16 
   Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 

 
  

     

  
                 

  

Sunday, December 30 

1st Sunday After Christmas  
 

Preacher:  TBA 
Liturgist:  TBA 

     

  

 

Sunday, December 23 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Sweeney 
Liturgist:  Jake Steinmetz 

     

Sermon: You Better Watch Out 
                 

Text:   
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 

Monday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
 

Preacher:  Dr. Sweeney 
Liturgists:  Barbara Gill; Jane Coyle 

     

Sermon: Light It Up 
                 

Text:   
Luke 9:2-7 

 
Services at 5 pm and 11 pm 



 

     CHURCH OFFICE 

 
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
NEW VERNON, NEW JERSEY 07976                                                                                                                                                                             
                 
Phone:  973-538-8394          
Fax:         973-538-3969 
Email: office@pcnv.org 
Web: www.pcnv.org 

E-mail Addresses 
The Church Office is still collecting and correcting e-mail addresses from our 
members.  If you would like to be included in various e-mail mailings, please 

e-mail Office@pcnv.org or call 973-538-8394. 

 
The Pipe Organ 
First Presbyterian Church 
2 Lee’s Hill Road, PO Box 218 
New Vernon, NJ 07976-0218 

 

DECEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

December 2 
Christmas Is For Children 

When Love Hurts/June Tamburro 
  

December 9 
Choral Christmas Service 10 am 
Congregational Meeting  11 am 

Comfort & Joy Service 6 pm 
 

December 16 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 10 am 

 

December 23 
Seeing, Hearing, and Fearing Angels  

 

December 24 
5 pm and 11 pm Christmas Eve Services 

 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come, ye, O come  

        ye, to Bethlehem! 


