
THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF NEW VERNON


MORNING WORSHIP — SEPTEMBER 27, 2026


“Wherever there is a man who exercises authority, 
there is a man who resists authority.” 


― Oscar Wilde 



THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME


Prelude Holy, Holy, Holy	 arr. by Jerry Ray 
	        Abide With Me	 arr. by Jerry Ray 
	         Previous Memories 	arr. by Dino Kartsonakis


Introit Have Thine Own Way


Welcome


Call to Worship*

	 Listen, people of God! 
	 Hear the wonders of our Creator!

	 God split the sea; 
	 walls of water towered above.

	 God guided our ancestors in faith: 
	 clouds by day, lightning by night. 

	 God split open the rock; 
	 water flowed like rivers.

	 God split open the heavens and met earth.  
	 God meets us still.


Hymn 451*  Open My Eyes, That I May See


Call to Confession

	 God does not take pleasure in our suffering, 
	 or delight in our failures, 
	 but bids us to turn back to God’s way 
	 and to find eternal life. 

G AT H E R I N G

*INDICATES PLEASE STAND IN BODY OR SPIRIT



	 Trusting in God's grace, 
	 Let us make our confession together.


Prayer of Confession

	 Holy God, 
	 we confess to you: 
	 We are not of the same mind. 
	 We do not share the same love. 
	 We act in selfish ambition, 
	 and do not regard others as better than ourselves. 
	 We have not looked to the interests of others 
	 instead of ourselves. 
	 We do not embrace the humility of Jesus Christ. 
	 Forgive us. Continue to be at work in us, 
	 that we might serve each other as you served us, 
	 and reflect your glory in this world.


Assurance of Forgiveness

	 When we lift up our souls to God, 
	 God does not put us to shame. 
	 God forgives us, leads us in the truth, 
	 and leads us in what is right. 
	 Thanks be to God! Amen.


Hymn 582*  Glory to God

  Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

  and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

  and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

  As it was in the beginning,

  is now and ever shall be. Amen.

  




  World without end, without end. Amen.

  World without end, without end. Amen.

  World without end, without end. Amen.

  As it was in the beginning,

  is now and ever shall be. Amen.


Passing the Peace*

	 The peace of Christ be with you

	 And also with you	 


Chat with the Children


Prayer for Illumination

	 Faithful God, how blessed are those 
	 who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 
	 Sanctify us by your Word and Spirit, 
	 so that we may glorify you 
	 in the company of the faithful; 
	 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


First Scripture Lesson Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (p. 537)

  This is the word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God.


Second Scripture Lesson Matthew 21:23-32 (p. 23)

  This is the word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 


Hymn 187* Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us


Sermon


H E A R I N G  T H E  W O R D

R E S P O N D I N G  T O  T H E  W O R D



Offertory Lord, I Stretch My Hands to You 
	 	  by Jay Althouse


Hymn 606* Doxology


Affirmation of Faith  
(A New Creed for the United Church in Canada)

  We are not alone, 
	 we live in God’s world.

  We believe in God: 
	 who has created and is creating, 
	 who has come in Jesus, 
	   the Word made flesh, 
	   to reconcile and make new, 
	 who works in us and others 
	   by the Spirit. 
  We trust in God.  
  We are called to be the Church: 
	 to celebrate God’s presence, 
	 to live with respect in Creation, 
	 to love and serve others, 
	 to seek justice and resist evil, 
	 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
	   our judge and our hope. 
  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
	 God is with us. 
  We are not alone. 
	 Thanks be to God.




Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer


Hymn 169* Dear Lord and Father of Mankind


Benediction & Congregational Amen*


Postlude Jesus Shall Reign		 arr. Carol Tornquist


S E N D I N G



Children’s Ministry

Our nursery, for children ages 2 and under, is located in 	 	
Fellowship Hall and is staffed. Children can be dropped off before 
worship or at any point during the service.


After the “Chat with Children” during worship, children move to 
the Fellowship Hall for Sunday School.


We have 3 classes available:

Pre-K (ages 3-5)	 	 K-2nd grade	 	 3rd grade and up


Children can be picked up from Sunday School after worship in 
Fellowship Hall (during coffee hour). If you have any questions 
Pastor Hayley is happy to speak with you.


Venmo ACH/Card

LAST WEEK
Attendance: 91

Last 
Week

Year to 
Date

Commitments 
for 2026

Annual Giving $2,400 $284,800 $412,000

Plate $600 $15,300 $32,000



VOLUNTEER TEAM THIS SUNDAY 


Liturgist

Matt Taranto


Ushers 
Susan Yantis & Mia Mallen


Coffee Hour

Don & Meg Richardson


Flowers 
The Yantis Family


In memory of Susan’s grandfather, Rev. C.E. Berg


DEACONS ON DUTY


Coffee Hour 
Carol Conger, Cindy Thompson, 
Meg Richardson, & Twinkle Tong


Flower Delivery 
Elizabeth Califano, Christine Taranto,


& Michelle Vince










Church Staff

Rev. William Stone III, Pastor


Rev. Hayley O’Connor, Associate for Youth and Family Ministry

Stephen Fox, Director of Music Ministry


Rachael Gareau, Director of Children’s Choirs

Fraser Miller, Operations Coordinator 

Diego (Tony) Rodriguez, Church Custodian

4 Lees Hill Road, PO Box 218, New Vernon, NJ | 973-538-8394 | 
officeadmin@pcnv.org
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